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The War 


“IN THIS POIGNANT HOUR .. .” 
Prayer by the President * 


[Released to the press by the White House June 6] 
My Fetiow Americans: In this poignant hour, 
Task you to join me in prayer: 


LMIGHTY GOD: Our sons, pride of our 
A Nation, this day have set upon a mighty 
endeavor, a struggle to preserve our Republic, our 
religion, and our civilization, and to set free a 
suffering humanity. 

Lead them straight and true; give strength to 
their arms, stoutness to their hearts, steadfastness 
to their faith. 

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will 
be long and hard. The enemy is strong. He may 
hurl back our forces. Success may not come with 
rushing speed, but we shall return again and again; 
and we know that by Thy grace, and by the right- 
eousness of our cause, our sons will triumph. 

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, 
without rest—till the victory is won. The dark- 
ness will be rent by noise and flame. Men’s souls 
will be shaken with the violences of war. 

These are men lately drawn from the ways of 
peace. They fight not for the lust of conquest. 
They fight to end conquest. They fight to liberate. 
They fight to let justice arise, and tolerance and 
good-will among all Thy people. They yearn but 
for the end of battle, for their return to the haven 
of home. 

Some will never return. Embrace these, Father, 
and receive them, Thy heroic servants, into Thy 
kingdom. 

And for us at home—fathers, mothers, children, 
Wives, sisters, and brothers of brave men overseas— 
whose thoughts and prayers are ever with them— 
help us, Almighty God, to rededicate ourselves in 


renewed faith in Thee in this hour of great 
sacrifice. 

Many people have urged that I call the Nation 
into a single day of special prayer. But because 
the road is long and the desire is great, I ask that 
our people devote themselves in continuance of 
prayer. As we rise to each new day, and again 
when each day is spent, let words of prayer be 
on our lips, invoking Thy help to our efforts. 

Give us strength, too—strength in our daily 
tasks, to redouble the contributions we make in 
the physical and material support of our armed 
forces. 

And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long 
travail, to bear sorrows that may come, to impart 
our courage unto our sons wheresoever they 
may be. 

And, O Lord, give us Faith. Give us Faith in 
Thee; Faith in our sons; Faith in each other; 
Faith in our united crusade. Let not the keenness 
of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the impacts 
of temporary events, of temporal matters of but 
fleeting moment—let not these deter us in our 
unconquerable purpose. 

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the 
unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to conquer 
the apostles of greed and racial arrogancies. Lead 
us to the saving of our country, and with our 
sister nations into a world unity that will speli 
a sure peace—a peace invulnerable to the schem- 
ings of unworthy men. And a peace that will let 
all men live in freedom, reaping the just rewards 
of their honest toil. 

Thy will be done, Almighty God. Amen. 


* Broadcast on June 6, 1944. 
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ALLIED MILITARY OPERATIONS IN FRANCE 


Statement by the Secretary of State 


[Released to the press June 6] 

The Honorable Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, 
made the following statement at Hershey, Pa., in 
response to a request for comment on the invasion 
in Europe: 


“Our brave Allied armies, today waging the 
most pivotal battle of all time, never more truly 
represented the cause of liberty and of mankind. 
The forces of savagery, desperately endeavoring 
to destroy the human race, are making their last 
stand. While we fight and pray, and while we 
know that the fighting will be hard, we confidently 
look forward to a great historic Allied victory. 
We must then pledge our all that never again shall 
the forces of human destruction be let loose on 
the world.” 


Statement by the Acting Secretary of State 


[Released to the press June 6] 

The liberation of Europe has begun. For four 
long years the people of Europe have suffered 
tyranny, oppression, and starvation. They have 
remained strong in hope for this day and the days 
to come. For them it means that freedom from 
suffering and oppression is at last on the horizon, 
For the people of China and the Far East also, 
this day heralds the beginning of a new era. 

Our men and those of our Allies are making 
the supreme sacrifice in order that we and all 
men may live in peace and freedom. For us at 
home this is the time not for rejoicing—that 
can come later—but for every one of us to put 
everything he has into his job to speed the day 
of victory. 


LIBERATION OF ROME BY THE ALLIES 
Radio Address by the President * 


[Released to the press by the White House June 5] 

Yesterday, June fourth, 1944, Rome fell to Amer- 
ican and Allied troops. The first of the Axis cap- 
itals is now in our hands. One up and two to go! 

It is perhaps significant that the first of these 
capitals to fall should have the longest history of 
all of them. The story of Rome goes back to the 
time of the foundations of our civilization. We 
can still see there monuments of the time when 
Rome and the Romans controlled the whole of the 
then known world. That, too, is significant, for 
the United Nations are determined that in the 
future no one city and no one race will be able to 
control the whole of the world. 

In addition to the monuments of the older times, 
we also see in Rome the great symbol of Christian- 
ity, which has reached into almost every part of the 
world. There are other shrines and other churches 
in many places, but the churches and shrines of 
Rome are visible symbols of the faith and deter- 
mination of the early saints and martyrs that 
Christianity should live and become universal. 
And now it will be a source of deep satisfaction 
that the freedom of the Pope and of Vatican City 
is assured by the armies of the United Nations. 


It is also significant that Rome has been liberated 
by the armed forces of many nations. The Ameri- 
can and British armies—who bore the chief bur- 
dens of battle—found at their sides our own North 
American neighbors, the gallant Canadians. The 
fighting New Zealanders from the far South 
Pacific, the courageous French and the French 
Moroccans, the South Africans, the Poles and the 
East Indians—all of them fought with us on the 
bloody approaches to Rome. 

The Italians, too, forswearing a partnership in 
the Axis which they never desired, have sent their 
troops to join us in our battles against the German 
trespassers on their soil. 

The prospect of the liberation of Rome meant 
enough to Hitler and his generals to induce them 
to fight desperately at great cost of men and mate- 
rials and with great sacrifice to their crumbling 
Eastern line and to their Western front. No 
thanks are due to them if Rome was spared the 
devastation which the Germans wreaked on Naples 
and other Italian cities. The Allied generals 
maneuvered so skilfully that the Nazis could only 


* Broadcast on June 5, 1944. 
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have stayed long enough to damage Rome at the 
risk of losing their armies. 

But Rome is of course more than a military 
objective. 

Ever since before the days of the Caesars, 
Rome has stood as a symbol of authority. Rome 
was the Republic. Rome was the Empire. 
Rome was the Catholic Church, and Rome was 
the capital of a united Italy. Later, unfortu- 
nately, Rome became the seat of Fascism—one of 
the three capitals of the Axis. 

For a quarter century the Italian people were 
enslaved and degraded by the rule of Mussolini 
from Rome. They will mark its liberation with 
deep emotion. In the north of Italy, the people 
are still dominated and threatened by the Nazi 
overlords and their Fascist puppets. 

Our victory comes at an excellent time, while 
our Allied forces are poised for another strike 
at Western Europe—and while armies of other 
Nazi soldiers nervously await our assault. And 
our gallant Russian allies continue to make their 
power felt more and more. 

From a strictly military standpoint, we had 
long ago accomplished certain of the main ob- 
jectives of our Italian campaign—the control of 
the sea lanes of the Mediterranean to shorten our 
combat and supply lines, and the capture of the 
airports of Foggia from which we have struck 
telling blows on the Continent. 

It would be unwise to inflate in our own minds 
the military importance of the capture of Rome. 
We shall have to push through a long period 
of greater effort and fiercer fighting before we 
get into Germany itself. The Germans have re- 
treated thousands of miles, all the way from 
the gates of Cairo, through Libya and Tunisia 
and Sicily and southern Italy. They have suf- 
fered heavy losses, but not great enough yet to 
cause collapse. 

Germany has not yet been driven to surrender. 
Germany has not yet been driven to the point 
where she will be unable to recommence world 
conquest a generation hence. 

Therefore, the victory still lies some distance 
ahead. That distance will be covered in due 
time—have no fear of that. But it will be tough 
and it will be costly. 
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In Italy the people had lived so long under 
the corrupt rule of Mussolini that, in spite of the 
tinsel at the top, their economic condition had 
grown steadily worse. Our troops have found 
starvation, malnutrition, disease, a deteriorating 
education, and lowered public health—all by- 
products of the Fascist misrule. 

The task of the Allies in occupation has been 
stupendous. We have had to start at the very 
bottom, assisting local governments to re-form on 
democratic lines. We have had to give them 
bread to replace that which was stolen out of 
their mouths by the Germans. We have had to 
make it possible for the Italians to raise and use 
their own local crops. We have to help them 
cleanse their schools of Fascist trappings. 

The American people as a whole approve the 
salvage of these human beings, who are only 
now learning to walk in a new atmosphere of 
freedom. 

Some of us may let our thoughts run to the 
financial cost of it. Essentially it is what we can 
call a form of relief. At the same time we hope 
that this relief. will be an investment for the 
future—an investment that will pay dividends 
by eliminating Fascism and ending any Italian 
desires to start another war of aggression in the 
future. They are dividends which justify such 
an investment, because they are additional sup- 
ports for world peace. 

The Italian people are capable of self-govern- 
ment. We do not lose sight of their virtues as 
a peace-loving nation. 

We remember the many centuries in which the 
Italians were leaders in the arts and sciences, 
enriching the lives of all mankind. 

We remember the great sons of the Italian peo- 
ple—Galileo and Marconi, Michelangelo and 
Dante—and that fearless discoverer who typifies 
the courage of Italy, Christopher Columbus. 

Italy cannot grow in stature by seeking to build 
up a great militaristic empire. Italians have been 
overcrowded within their own territories, but they 
do not need to try to conquer the lands of other 
peoples in order to find the breath of life. Other 
peoples may not want to be conquered. 

In the past Italians have come by the millions 
to the United States. They have been welcomed, 
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they have prospered, they have become good citi- 
zens, community and governmental leaders. 
They are not Italian-Americans. They are 
Americans—Americans of Italian descent. 

Italians have gone in great numbers to the other 
Americas—Brazil and the Argentine, for exam- 
ple—and to many other nations in every con- 
tinent of the world, giving of their industry and 
their talents, and achieving success and the com- 
fort of good living. 

Italy should go on as a great mother nation, 
contributing to the culture and progress and good- 
will of all mankind—and developing her special 
talents in the arts, crafts, and sciences, and pre- 
serving her historic and cultural heritage for the 
benefit of all peoples. 

We want and expect the help of the future Italy 
toward lasting peace. All the other nations op- 
posed to Fascism and Nazism should help give 
Italy a chance. 

The Germans, after years of domination in 
Rome, left the people in the Eternal City on the 
verge of starvation. We and the British will do 
everything we can to bring them'relief. Antici- 
pating the fall of Rome, we made preparations to 
ship food supplies to the city, but it should be 
borne in mind that the needs are so great and the 
transportation requirements of our armies so 
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heavy that improvement must be gradual. We 
have already begun to save the lives of the men, 
women, and children of Rome. 

This is an example of the efficiency of your 
machinery of war. The magnificent ability and 
energy of the American people in growing the 
crops, building the merchant ships, making and 
collecting the cargos, getting the supplies over 
thousands of miles of water, and thinking ahead 
to meet emergencies—all this spells, I think, an 
amazing efficiency on the part of our armed 
forces, all the various agencies working with them, 
and American industry and labor as a whole. 

No great effort like this can be a hundred per- 
cent perfect, but the batting average is very, very 
high. 

I extend the congratulations and thanks of the 
American people to General Alexander, who has 
been in command of the whole Italian operation; 
to General Clark and General Leese of the Fifth 
and the Eighth Armies; to General Wilson, the 
Supreme Allied Commander of the Mediterranean 
theater, and General Devers, his American Dep- 
uty; to General Eaker; to Admirals Cunningham 
and Hewitt; and to all their brave officers and 
men. 

May God bless them and watch over them and 
over all of our gallant, fighting men. 


Messages Exchanged Between the President of the United States and Government and Military 
Officials of the United Nations 


[Released to the press by the White House June 7] 

The following cablegrams and acknowledg- 
ments have been exchanged to date between the 
President and various government and military 
officials of the United Nations: 


Premier Stalin to the President 
The news of the capture of Rome was received 
in the Soviet Union with great satisfaction. I 
congratulate you upon this great victory of Allied 
Anglo-American troops. 





Marshal Badoglio to the President 


To you, Mr. President, to the great and free 
North American people, and to your gallant troops, 
on the day when the victorious troops pursuing 
the fleeing enemy are restoring Rome to the new 


Italy, I send my ardent wishes for the future as 
well as my gratitude. Today Rome, the first 
European capital to be liberated from the Ger- 
mans, once again occupies her place in the world 
of justice and liberty. There can be no surer guar- 
antee of renewed and lasting friendship between 
the United States and Italy than the sacrifices of 
American soldiers for the liberation of Rome. 


The President to Marshal Badoglio 


I thank you for your message of June 6. The 
American people found it of good augury to that 
cause of world freedom and progress for which 
they are fighting that the first capital of the Euro- 
pean continent to emerge from the black shadow 
of tyranny should be Rome, with all its universal 
significance. Its liberation was a fitting prelude 


to that mighty invasion launched from the North. 
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Just as Rome and the other historic cities of 
Italy are felt to be the inheritance of all the civi- 
lized world, so, I am sure, the Italian people have 
never been more keenly aware than today that the 
cause of the civilized world is their cause and 
demands the complete dedication of their powers 
of mind and heart. 





Prime Minister Curtin of Australia to the 
President 


Joyfully Australia tenders its congratulations 
on the Allied liberation of Rome and pays deep 
tribute to the gallant forces of the United Nations 
whose devotion has evoked this marked advance 
towards the final victory which will free all the 
world from despotism and tyranny. My deepest 
personal regards. 





The President to General Sir Henry Maitland 
Wilson 


We are all thrilled by the splendid success in 
Italy. My very warm congratulations to you. 


General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson to the 
President 


I greatly appreciate and want to thank you for 
your message. 

Our success during the last few months is due 
{to the fine fighting qualities of the Allied troops, 
the constant harassing operations of the Allied Air 
Forces and the support received from the Allied 
Navies. The 85th and 88th United States Divi- 
sions showed dash and fighting spirit in this their 
first battle, and I should like to record my admira- 
tion of these fine troops. 





The President to General Sir Harold Alexander 


I am very happy to be able to send to my old 
friend unstinted praise and congratulations on the 
fall of Rome. Grand job. 


General Sir Harold Alexander to the President 


Your kind message of congratulations is greatly 
appreciated. The United States Fifth Army 
played a magnificent part in this victory. I am 
immensely proud of it. 
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The President to Lieutenant General Mark Clark 


You have made the American people very 
happy. It is a grand job. Well done. Con- 
gratulations to you and the men of the Fifth Army. 


Lieutenant General Mark Clark to the President 


All members of the Fifth Army are inspired by 
your deeply appreciated message of congratula- 
tions, and we reaffirm our pledge to deliver un- 
relenting blows until the enemy is finally defeated. 





The President to Lieutenant General Sir Oliver 
Leese 


My very warm congratulations to you and the 
men of the Eighth Army. 


Lieutenant General Sir Oliver Leese to the 
President 


I thank you, Mr. President, on behalf of all 
ranks of the Eighth Army, for your most kind con- 
gratulations which we value greatly. It has been 
an inspiration to fight alongside the Fifth Army. 
With all my respects and grateful thanks to 
yourself. 





The Presideni to Admiral Sir John H. D. 
Cunningham 
My hearty congratulations to you, to the officers 
and men under your command. The Navies of 
Britain and the U.S. have lived up to their reputa- 
tions. Well done. 


Admiral Sir John Cunningham to the President 


I wish to thank you for your message on behalf 
of the officers and men of the Allied Navies. All 
of us appreciate it very much. 





The King of Greece to the President 


On the victory of Rome, the first great success 
in Europe, I send you my sincere congratulations 
with real pleasure and satisfaction. We are filled 
with confidence that the magnificant American 
and Allied troops will in a short while complete 
their task of bringing the world final victory and 
freedom. 
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The President of Brazil to the President 


I congratulate Your Excellency on the first day 
of the invasion of Europe, decisive step for the 
final victory of Allied arms, liberation of op- 
pressed nations, and restoration of tranquility to 
the world. The Brazilian Government and people 
follow with emotion and enthusiasm, hour by 
hour, the march of events, certain that for the 
heroic American forces of land, sea, and air the 
decisive days which follow will be ones of glory 
during which they represent on the fields of battle 
the peoples of our Continent, yearning for peace 
and justice. I beg that Your Excellency, leader 
of the American people, accept my most cordial 
salutations and transmit to General Eisenhower 
the most ardent wishes of myself and of Brazil 
for the complete success of the arms under his 
supreme command. 





The President of Costa Rica to the President 


The Costa Rican Congress agreed in today’s 
session to send the Congresses and Chiefs of the 
Allied Nations engaged in struggle for democracy 
a message of encouragement and friendship on the 
occasion of the invasion of the European Conti- 
nent which was begun today. 





The President of Honduras to the President 


The news of the Allied offensive against the 
fortress of Europe has stirred the Honduran 
people who are fully confident of the triumphs 
of the United Nations in the struggle against 
totalitarianism. The Honduran nation expresses 
the most fervent wishes for the success of the 
Allied arms in this great battle and associates 
itself with the feelings of the North American 
people and other friendly nations. I have the 
honor to present to Your Excellency the recog- 
nition of my Government and that of the Hon- 
duran nation for the gigantic efforts which that 
Government and people are making for victory. 

Your warm friend. 





The President of Peru to the President 


It is very pleasing to me to convey to Your 
Excellency the congratulations of the Peruvian 
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people and of myself for the success achieved in 
the Italian campaign upon the occupation of 
Rome by the forces under the command of Gen- 
eral Clark, saving from destruction a historic 
city and its cultural and religious monuments. 
The glorious feat of war which has just been 
accomplished has brought new laurels for the 
armed forces of the United States and the Allies 
and constitutes a decisive step toward the final 
triumph over the aggressor hordes which have 
not been nor shall be able to resist the valor of 
the men who are fighting for the liberty of the 
world. On this pleasing occasion I renew to 
Your Excellency the testimony of my highest 
personal esteem. 





Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to the President 


On the historic occasion of the liberation of 
Rome may I convey to you and the gallant Ameri- 
can forces my warmest congratulations. This sig- 
nal feat of arms demonstrates anew the might of 
the United Nations, which foreshadows in quick 
succession the liberation of all countries suffering 
under Axis occupation. 





The King of Egypt to the President 


The so brilliant exploits of the valiant Allied 
forces crowned by their triumphant entry into 
Rome offer me a happy occasion to renew to Your 
Excellency the sincere expression of all my admira- 
tion and my most sincere felicitations, together 
with my cordial wishes for an early final victory: 





The President of Colombia to the President 


When the soldiers of the United Nations under 
the command of an American general are begin- 
ning one of the greatest military enterprises in 
history, I wish to be the interpreter to Your Excel- 
lency of the very keenly felt emotion which grips 
the people of Colombia, now, as never before, 
linked to the American Nation in interest in vic- 
tory and in concern for the sacrifices which must 
precede it. 

The Colombians would, at any time, have ob- 
served with astonishment and enthusiasm this 
extraordinary military campaign and its opera- 
tions, the application of modern science to the 
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liberation of the oppressed peoples. On this occa- 
sion our people feel, moreover, a legitimate pride 
that it is American-born officers and soldiers who 
are fighting such extraordinary battles, carrying to 
the Old World not only the invincible force of a 
civilization which they prepared and strengthened 
for the service of humanity but also their generous 
spirit which does not permit them to vacillate in 
the determination to shed their blood for the liberty 
of the enslaved nations and for the defense and 
definitive establishment of the great political and 
social principles which have had their birth and 
such splendid development in America. 

The Colombians, Excellency, the Allies and 
brothers of the Americans who are fighting in 
France today against a common enemy, regret that 
they cannot offer yet greater aid to this great 
enterprise of free humanity nor a more effective 
direct contribution to the liberation of the Euro- 
pean peoples. All are today sending up their 
Christian prayers for the success and final victory 


of the Allied troops and hope, as do your country- - 


men, that the compensation for the incalculable 
efforts, unmatched in the history of the world, 
which the United States is making in behalf of 
humanity may be a prompt victory which will save 
the greatest number of American lives and crown 
with glory the armies of all the nations which are 
beginning to lay siege, from the west, east, and 
south, to the fortress of political barbarity. Re- 
ceive, Excellency, the sentiments of solidarity of 
the Colombian people and my sentiments of friend- 
ship and admiration. 


The President of the Republic of Paraguay to the 
President 

On this day so glorious for the arms of the United 
Nations, on which heavy forces of the Army of 
your country are taking part in the invasion of the 
Continent, I repeat to you my wishes that the most 
complete victory will crown so much daring and 
so much effort displayed in the cause of the freedom 
of the peoples of the world. 


The President of Haiti to the President 


On the occasion of the liberation of Rome by the 
valiant and glorious American troops, I feel the 
need, as Chief of an Allied and Catholic State, 
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of expressing to Your Excellency the congratu- 
lations and sentiments of the Haitian people and 
Government. I desire also to add my wish to 
those formulated by all the United Nations, that 
the liberation of Europe, inaugurated by the land- 
ing of the Allied troops on the coast of France, 
may continue rapidly and lead to the final vic- 
tory. In the name of the Haitian people and 
Government, which are more than ever united 
with the great American Republic, I send Your 
Excellency the assurance of our unfailing attach- 
ment. 


The President and the Pro-Secretary of the 
Chilean Senate to the President 


On the occasion of the beginning of the libera- 
tion of Europe by the Allied armies the Chilean 
Senate decided unanimously to express to Your 
Excellency the joy which seizes it and the cer- 
tainty it has that the most complete success must 
reward this effort on behalf of liberty and right. 


The Prime Minister of Belgium to the President 


The Belgian Government begs Your Excellency 
to. accept its most ardent felicitations for the 
brilliant part played by the valiant American 
Army in the liberation of Rome. This glorious 
feat of arms, which constitutes an important step 
on the road to the liberation of Europe, will be 
deeply felt by my fellow countrymen, who suffer 
under the yoke of the enemy. 


The President of the Dominican Republic to the 
President 


Receive my most cordial and effusive message of 
congratulations and sympathy on the occasion of 
the success obtained by the Allied armies in be- 
ginning the offensive with which it is intended to 
liberate the European peoples from the oppression 
to which the pitiless Nazi tyranny now holds them 
subject. I very fervently hope that the final 
success of this glorious undertaking will crown the 
aspirations of those of us who have placed all our 
faith in the triumph of democracy and liberty. 
All this to the honor and glory of the North 
American armed forces. 
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Attitude of the Liberian Government 


[Released to the press June 8] 

The American Minister to Liberia, the Honor- 
able Lester A. Walton, has informed the Depart- 
ment that the Liberian Government has expressed 
to this Government its gratification over the occu- 
pation of Rome by the Allied Armies of the 
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United Nations and their invasion of Europe 
through northern France. The Liberian Gov- 
ernment has also requested the American Minis- 
ter to inform this Government of its reaffirmation 
of the pledge of the Liberian nation and people 
whole-heartedly to give their support in the fight 
for freedom in the world. 


WAR REFUGEES 
Removal of European Refugees to the United States 


[Released to the press by the White House June 9] 
The following cablegram was sent by the Presi- 
dent to Ambassador Robert Murphy in Algiers: 


“Information available to me indicates that there 
are real possibilities of saving human lives by 
bringing more refugees through Yugoslavia to 
southern Italy. I am also informed that the escape 
of refugees by this route has from time to time 
been greatly impeded because the facilities in 
southern Italy for refugees have been overtaxed. 
I am advised that this is the situation at the present 
moment and that accordingly possibilities of in- 
creasing the flow of refugees tt Italy may be lost. 

“I understand that many of the refugees in 
southern Italy have been and are being moved to 
temporary havens in areas adjacent to the Mediter- 
ranean and that efforts are being made to increase 
existing refugee facilities in these areas. I am 
most anxious that this effort to take refugees from 
Italy to areas relatively close by be intensified. 

“At the same time I feel that it is important that 
the United States indicate that it is ready to share 
the burden of caring for refugees during the war. 
Accordingly, I have decided that approximately 
1,000 refugees should be immediately brought from 
Italy to this country, to be placed in an Emergency 
Refugee Shelter to be established at Fort Ontario 
near Oswego, New York, where under appropriate 
security restrictions they will remain for the dura- 
tion of the war. These refugees will be brought 
into this country outside of the regular immigra- 
tion procedure just as civilian internees from Latin 
American countries and prisoners of war have been 
brought here. The Emergency Refugee Shelter 
will be well equipped to take good care of these 
people. It is contemplated that at the end of the 
war they will be returned to their homelands. 


“You may assume that the Emergency Refugee 
Shelter will be ready to receive these refugees when 
they arrive. I will appreciate it therefore if you 
will arrange for the departure to the United States 
as rapidly as possible, consistent with military re- 
quirements, of approximately 1,000 refugees in 
southern Italy. You may call upon representatives 
of the War Refugee Board in Algiers to assist you 
in this matter. The full cooperation of our mili- 


_tary and naval authorities should be enlisted in 


effecting the prompt removal and transportation 
of the refugees. 

“In choosing the refugees to be brought to the 
United States, please bear in mind that to the ex- 
tent possible those refugees should be selected for 
whom other havens of refuge are not immediately 
available. I should however like the group to in- 
clude a reasonable proportion of various categories 
of persecuted peoples who have fled to Italy. 

“You should bear in mind that since these refu- 
gees are to be placed in a camp in the United States 
under appropriate security restrictions, the pro- 
cedure for the selection of the refugees and ar- 
rangements for bringing them here should be as 
simple and expeditious as possible, uncomplicated 
by any of the usual formalities involved in admit- 
ting people to the United States under the immi- 
gration laws. 

“However, please be sure that the necessary 
health checks are made to avoid bringing here per- 
sons afflicted with any loathsome, dangerous or 
contagious disease. 

“If you encounter any difficulties in arranging 


for the prompt departure of these refugees please 


let me know.” 


A copy of the memorandum sent by the Presi- 
dent on June 8 to the Secretaries of War, Navy, 
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and Interior, the Director of the Budget, and the 
Executive Director of the War Refugee Board * 
follows: 


“There is attached a cable which I have dis- 
patched to Robert Murphy in Algiers, requesting 
that he make arrangements for the departure to 
the United States as rapidly as possible of ap- 
proximately 1,000 refugees now in southern Italy. 

“These refugees will be brought into this 
country outside of the regular immigration pro- 
cedure and placed in Fort Ontario near Oswego, 
New York. While the War Refugee Board is 
charged with the overall responsibility for this 
project, the Army shall take the necessary security 
precautions so that these refugees will remain in 
the camp and the actual administration of the 
camp is to be in the hands of the War Relocation 
Authority. 

“Accordingly, the following steps should be 
taken as expeditiously as possible: 

“(1) The War Department and the Navy De- 
partment shall send whatever instructions are 
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necessary to the military authorities in Italy and 
North Africa to expedite the transportation of 
these refugees to the United States. 

“(2) The War Department shall arrange to fur- 
nish and properly equip Fort Ontario to receive 
these refugees; shall arrange for their transpor- 
tation from the port of arrival to the camp; and 
shall arrange for the necessary security precau- 
tions. 

“(3) The War Relocation Authority shall make 
arrangements to handle the actual administration 
of the camp, which will be designated as an Emer- 
gency Refugee Shelter. 

“(4) Until UNRRA is in a position to assume 
the financial responsibilities involved, the Bureau 
of the Budget shall make arrangements for 
financing the project; using to the extent possible 
any available funds of the War Department, the 
War Relocation Authority, and the War Refugee 
Board, and from the Foreign War Relief appro- 
priation, and if necessary drawing upon the Presi- 
dent’s Emergency Fund.” 


Refugee Centers in the Middle East 


[Released to the press by UNRRA June 10] 

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration on June 10 made public a descrip- 
tion of the refugee camps it operates in the Middle 
East which were referred to in President Roose- 
velt’s statement on the care of eastern European 
refugees in his press conference June 9. The sum- 
mary follows: 


Since May 1, 1944, the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration has been adminis- 
tering in the Middle East six refugee centers, now 
housing approximately 40,500 and expected within 
a short time to house a total of 54,000 Greek and 
Yugoslav refugees, mainly women and children. 
These camps were formerly administered by the 
Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration 
(M.E.R.R.A.), whose functions have been ab- 
sorbed by the United Nations Relief and Rehabili- 
tation A-!ministration. The refugees cared for in 
these ca'aps were driven out of coastal and island 
areas of Greece and Yugoslavia as a result of mili- 
tary operations. Refugees are presently leaving 
these areas at the rate of 9,000 a month. 


The larger part of the Yugoslav refugees were 
at first transported by the military authorities 
from Yugoslavia to Italy and were and are being 
turned over to the care of the United Nations Re- 
lief and Rehabilitation Administration by the 
military authorities in order to reduce the drain on 
supplies and shipping to Italy. Most of the Greek 
refugees were driven out of the Greek and Dode- 
canese Islands by the Germans. Thus the care of 
these refugees by the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration is closely related to 
military necessity. In fact, the British Army is 
cooperating very closely with the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration in the 
administration of the camps and is furnishing a 
substantial number of personnel and other services. 
Voluntary welfare agencies are also cooperating 
closely with the United Nations Relief and Reha- 
bilitation Administration and have furnished val- 
uable personnel and certain amounts of supplies. 

The estimate of the cost of operation of these 
camps for the year beginning May 1, 1944 is ap- 


* BULLETIN of Jan. 22, 1944, p. 95. 
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proximately $9,600,000, excluding administrative 
expenses, which cannot be estimated since British 
military personnel is now assisting in the operation 
of the camps and may have to be replaced by 
civilians. An additional $500,000 will be required 
for new construction and additional equipment. 

These estimates assume a maximum camp popu- 
lation of 54,000. The general rule of the camps 
is to require work from all physically fit refugees. 
In addition to duties connected with camp mainte- 
nance, refugee women work at sewing and knit- 
ting, and men are carpenters, cobblers, painters, 
etc. Women and girls are being trained as nurses 
so that they can help in the camps and in the 
countries to which they will return. Those un- 
able to work receive small allowances of about 50 
cents weekly with which they may make purchases 
at the camp canteen. 

The following is a summary description of the 
camps: 

Moses Wells—Located in Egypt. Refugee camp, 
in operation by Middle East Relief and Refugee 
Administration since July 1942. Population as of 
March 16, 1944, was 1,841 Greek refugees, pre- 
dominantly women and children; the camp was 
being enlarged and equipped to accommodate 
some 3,500 in May and June and 5,000 from July 
to September of this year. Refugees are housed 
in tents with concrete floors, the capacity of each 
tent being 16 to 20 persons. The camp has been 
administered by British Army personnel, with 
Greeks serving as medical officers, priests, and 
welfare officers. 

El Shatt—Located in Egypt. Refugee camp, 
set up by Middle East Relief and Refugee Ad- 
ministration early in 1944 to accommodate Yugo- 
slav refugees evacuated from the Dalmatian 
Coast via Italy to Egypt. By April 11,000 had 
arrived, predominantly women and children, The 
camp population is expected to be 20,000 to 25,000 
in May and June and 30,000 from July to Septem- 
ber. The camp was under construction when the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Admin- 
istration took over, and conditions were very 
primitive. The refugees were and are to be 
housed in tents. At the end of March, the staff 
was comprised of British Army personnel and 
persons from private agencies, including repre- 
sentatives from the Near East Foundation, the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 


American Friends’ Service Committee, the Men- 
nonite Central Committee, the Friends’ Ambu- 
lance Unit, the British Red Cross and St. John’s 
War Organization, the American Red Cross, the 
International Voluntary Service for Peace, the 
Jewish Relief Unit, and the Save the Children 
Federation. 

El Khatatba—Located in Egypt. A refugee 
camp, which is expected to harbor 5,000 Yugo- 
slavs. Its staff consisted, in April, of British 
Army personnel and 25 persons from private 
agencies. 

Tolumbat—Located in Egypt. A reception and 
transit camp, with a population of approximately 
40 Greeks and 173 Yugoslavs on March 16, 1944. 
Its staff at that date consisted of British officers, 
The camp is expected to harbor 1,000 persons. 

Nuseirat—Located in Palestine. Its popula- 
tion on April 6, 1944 consisted of 7,805 refugees 
from the Greek islands and the Dodecanese, of 
whom the great majority are women and children, 
Its population was expected to increase to 10,000 
in May and June and 12,000 from July to Sep- 
tember. This camp was taken over by the Middle 
East Relief and Refugee Administration to shel- 
ter all Greek refugees brought into Palestine. 
The refugees are housed in tents or barrack-style 
huts. As of April 6, 1944 the staff included 
British and Greek Army personnel, Greek doc- 
tors, and workers from voluntary societies (the 
Near East Foundation, British Red Cross, and 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit). 

Aleppo—Located in Syria. A transit camp, 
housed in barracks and intended for the reception, 
interrogation, disinfection, medical examination, 
and routing of all refugees entering through 
Turkey. The refugees arriving in April were 
mainly from the Greek and Dodecanese Islands 
and were coming through at the rate of 1,000 a 
month. On March 16, 1944 the population of the 
camp numbered some 248 persons, and the staff on 
that date consisted of British military personnel. 
Its population was expected to increase to 1,000 
by May and June. 

Camp Marshal Lyautey near Casablanca, 
Morocco, is a joint United States-United Kung- 
dom undertaking to which stateless and other 
refugees in Spain are being removed so that other 
refugees may be able to enter Spain from enemy- 
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occupied areas. With the creation of the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
the question arose of transferring the camp to the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad- 
ministration, and it is hoped that the transfer 
will become effective when funds for the United 
States contribution to the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration have been ap- 
propriated. The site of the camp is a former 
Army base, now evacuated, and the buildings, of 
semi-permanent barracks type, will accommodate 
2,000 persons. With the use of tents, camp ca- 


pacity can be extended to 8,000. Pending the | 


transfer, the United Nations Relief and Rehabili- 
tation Administration has provided certain neces- 
sary administrative personnel and has assisted 
United States agencies in their administration of 
the camp. 


PORTUGUESE ACTION CONCERNING THE 
EXPORTATION AND PRODUCTION OF 
WOLFRAM 


Announcement by the Acting Secretary of State 


[Released to the press June 6] 

The Portuguese Government undertook on June 
5 to impose a total prohibition upon the export of 
wolfram and to bring about an immediate cessa- 
tion of wolfram production in Portugal. 

The action of the Portuguese Government 
should prove a factor in shortening the war, in as 
much as it will deprive the enemy in Europe of 
important quantities of a vital war material. 

The United States Government has been active 
in the negotiations which have led up to this sat- 
isfactory conclusion in close consultation with the 
British and Brazilian Governments. 


EXCHANGE OF AMERICAN AND GERMAN 
NATIONALS 


[Released to the press June 6] 

The Swedish motor vessel Gripsholm docked 
June 6 at Jersey City, N. J., completing a voyage 
of 35 days in connection with another repatriation 
of nationals of the United States, certain of the 
other American republics, and the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations, on the one hand, and Ger- 
many on the other. There were repatriated from 
Germany 64 seriously sick and wounded American 
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prisoners of war and 46 civilians of the United 
States and other countries of the Western Hemi- 
sphere. The vessel also embarked at Barcelona 
more than 900 seriously sick and wounded pris- 
oners of war of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and 21 British civilians from Germany, 
most of whom were discharged in other ports dur- 
ing the return voyage. 

The Gripsholm carried to Barcelona 810 seri- 
ously sick and wounded German prisoners of war 
and protected personnel and 90 German civilians. 

The exchange was made possible through the 
kind cooperation of the Swiss Government, which 
provided channels of communication between the 
belligerents and safeguarded their respective in- 
terests, and the Spanish Government, which made 
the port facilities at Barcelona available and acted 
as guarantor of the actual exchange. Mr. Emil 
Greuter of the Swiss Legation in Washington 
served aboard the vessel as neutral representative 
for the belligerents. 

The United States Government has expressed 
its appreciation to the neutral Governments con- 
cerned for the parts they played in the exchange. 

The Gripsholm likewise carried relief supplies 
and mail for prisoners of war and civilian 
internees. 








International Conferences, 
Commissions, Etc. 














UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABIL- 
ITATION ADMINISTRATION 


Statement by the Acting Secretary of State * 
[Released to the press June 5] 

The success of the UNRRA will be placed in 
grave jeopardy, and military operations for the 
liberation of Europe may be unnecessarily pro- 
longed, if the United States fails to provide—and 
to provide in time—its share of the funds necessary 
for UNRRA’s operations. 

UNRRA may be called upon to begin active 
operations in some liberated areas within the cur- 
rent year. How rapidly its responsibilities will 


‘Made at his press and radio news conference on 
June 5, 1944. 
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expand in scope will depend on military develop- 
ments, which no one can foresee. It is, however, 
essential that we be ready, and it is already late. 

Eight hundred million dollars is the minimum 
contribution by the United States necessary to 
provide for the first six months of active opera- 
tions by UNRRA. The $450,000,000 voted by the 
House is required for advance procurement of 
those supplies that must be bought ahead of time 
if they are to be on hand when they are needed. 
But the $350,000,000 which is in transfer authority 
which the House did not approve is required for 
other supplies equally essential to the first six 
months of active relief operations. 

This $350,000,000 is an essential part of the 
amount needed now for UNRRA. To provide for 
only one part without the other would seriously 
prejudice UNRRA’s operations. 

I am confident that the Congress, on due con- 
sideration of what is at stake, will reverse this 
decision and that the appropriation bill, when it 
is finally passed, will provide the full amount nec- 
essary for UNRRA to undertake the responsibili- 
ties which the United States and the other United 
and Associated Nations have assigned to it. 








American Republics 














VISIT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY 
OF BRAZIL 


[Released to the press June 6] 

Dr. Christovao Leite de Castro, Executive Direc- 
tor of the National Council of Geography of the 
Government of Brazil, has arrived in Washington 
at the invitation of the Department of State. For 
the greater part of his two months’ visit, Dr. Leite 
de Castro will act as Visiting Consultant on Bra- 
zilian Geography at the Hispanic Foundation of 
the Library of Congress. Later he will visit 
geographic centers and manufacturers of geo- 
graphic material throughout the country, con- 
ferring with technical experts and acquiring maps, 
instruments, and other aids for the use of his 
Government. 

Another purpose of his trip is to discuss with 
geographers the second consultation of the Com- 
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mittee on Cartography of the Pan American In- 
stitute of Geography and History, which will be 
held at Rio de Janeiro in August. The first meet- 
ing took place in Washington last October. Dr, 
Leite de Castro reports that the Brazilian Govern- 
ment is extending official invitations to all the 
American republics to send delegates to this 
meeting. 


RECOGNITION BY THE UNITED STATES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR 


[Released to the press June 6] 

The Acting Secretary of State, Edward R. Stet- 
tinius, Jr., announced late on the afternoon of 
June 6 that the Government of the United States 
had extended full recognition to the Government 
of Ecuador which is now organized under Dr. José 
Maria Velasco Ibarra. 

At 5 o’clock p. m. on June 6 the American 
Ambassador in Quito informed the new Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador of this action by 
the Government of the United States. It is under- 
stood that many other American republics took 
simultaneous action in granting recognition, fol- 
lowing consultation and exchange of information 
pursuant to resolution 22 of the Committee for 
Political Defense at Montevideo. 








The Far. East 




















RELIEF SUPPLIES FOR ALLIED NATIONALS 
INTERNED IN THE FAR EAST 


[Released to the press June 6] 

A communication from the Japanese Govern- 
ment was received by the United States Govern- 
ment on May 10, 1944, through Swiss Government 
channels, in which the Japanese Government of- 
fered to send to a Soviet port at regular intervals 
a Japanese ship to pick up relief supplies which 
were shipped to Vladivostok last fall—and addi- 
tional relief supplies and mail intended for distri- 
bution to Allied nationals interned in the Far East 
which would be sent subsequently via Soviet terri- 
tory with the cooperation of the Soviet Govern- 
ment—and to transport them to Japan. It was, of 
course, necessary to consult the Soviet Government 
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in the matter. That Government has kindly ex- 


pressed its willingness to cooperate and has named: 


a convenient Soviet Pacific port adjacent to Vladi- 
vostok where the relief supplies already on Soviet 
territory may be picked up by a Japanese ship. 
The Soviet Government has suggested, alterna- 
tively, that these supplies might be sent overland 
and has offered to deliver them to the Japanese 
authorities at a convenient border railroad station. 
The Soviet Government has also named an equally 
accessible port where such mail and relief supplies 
as may be shipped in the future for distribution to 
Allied nationals in Japanese custody may be picked 
up by Japanese ships. The Japanese Government 
has been informed of the foregoing through the 
Swiss Government, and it is hoped that in the near 
future these supplies will be forwarded and 
distributed. 


VISIT OF SCHOLARS FROM CHINA 
[Released to the press June 7] 

Six Chinese institutions of learning have been 
asked by the Department of State to appoint 
members of their staffs to represent them for a 
year in the United States. They are Nankai Uni- 
versity, Peking National University, Nanking 
University, Lingnan University, National Amoy 
University, and the Academia Sinica. Five of 
them have already named representatives who are 
expected to arrive in this country during July. 

The group includes a botanist, a neurophysi- 
dlogist, a sociologist, a specialist in Chinese litera- 
ture, and a chemist who is the president of one of 
China’s leading universities. All five have 
studied in this country, but with one exception 
they have not been here since 1927. 

Dr. S. C. (Hsu-ching) Chen, specialist in so- 
ciology and culturology, is the representative se- 
lected by Nankai University. He is dean of the 
College of Law and Commerce of the National 
Southwest Associated University, of which Nankai 


is a constituent part. He received his Ph.D. at - 


the University of Illinois in 1927 and also studied 
social sciences in Germany from 1929 to 1931. Be- 
fore joining the staff of the Nankai Institute of 
Economics in 1934, he taught for several years at 
Lingnan University. He served as research di- 
rector of the Nankai Institute from 1935 to 1941. 
The representative of the National University of 
Peking is Dr. Chen-sheng Yang, who has been act- 
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ing dean of the College of Arts and Literature in 
the absence of Dr. Hu Shih Dr. Yang studied 
psychology and education at Columbia, Cornell, 
and Harvard from 1919 to 1923. He was formerly 
president of National Tsingtao University. His 
specialty is the study of Chinese literature, and he 
is also deeply interested in Chinese painting. 

Nanking University is sending its president, Dr. 
Y. G. (Yu-kuang) Chen, who has, in addition to 
his professional concern with university adminis- 
tration and education, a long-continued interest in 
chemistry and general science, the field of his 
original training. He studied in this country from 
1916 to 1922, receiving his Ph.D. degree from 
Columbia in the latter year. He has been presi- 
dent of his university since 1927. He hopes to 
travel to various American educational centers to 
examine American educational developments dur- 
ing the war and post-war plans for educational 
programs relating to applied sciences. 

Lingnan University has appointed Dr. Chi-tung 
Yung of the College of Agriculture. Dr. Yung is 
a botanist whose special interests are plant mor- 
phology and plant anatomy. After receiving his 
B.S. at Tsing Hua University in 1929, he taught 
there until 1935 when he came to this country for 
further study as a research fellow of the China 
Foundation. He received his Ph.D. at Chicago in 
1937. He has been at Lingnan since 1938. In 
addition to being a scientist, Dr. Yung is an accom- 
plished musician. He directs the orchestra and 
choir at his university. During his visit to the 
United States he hopes to travel and lecture and 
to have the opportunity of doing further botanic 
research. 

The Academia Sinica will send Dr. Ging-hsi 
Wang, the director of its Institute of Psychology 
in Kweilin. Dr. Wang is particularly interested 
in physiological psychology and neurophysiology. 
After his graduation from National Peking Uni- 
versity in 1919, he came to this country to study 
and received his Ph.D. at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity in 1923. Subsequently he taught psycho- 
biology at the Johns Hopkins Medical School in 
the years 1923-24 and 1925-27. He has held his 
present position since 1934. He hopes to spend 
much of his time in this country in physiological 
laboratories learning new techniques for experi- 


1Chinese Ambassador to the United States, 1938-42. 
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mental research on the physiology of the central 
nervous system. 

National Amoy University has not yet named its 
representative. This university is still in Fukien 
province, very remote from Chungking. Com- 
munications are necessarily delayed. As soon as 
information is received, the professor appointed 
by this university will be announced. 

The invitations extended for the year 1944-45 
continue a program of the Department under 
which Professors Y. L. Chin (Tsinghua Univer- 
sity), C. Y. Chang (Chekiang University), N. C. 
Liu (Wuhan University), H. T. Fei (Yunnan 
University), T. L. Hsiao (Szechuan University), 
and C. Tsai (National Central University) spent 
the past year in this country as representatives 
of their universities, 

It is expected that all six of the visiting pro- 
fessors for 1944-45 will wish to travel widely to 
American educational institutions throughout the 
country and will be glad to participate in confer- 
ences or give lectures. Any inquiries or invita- 
tions for the professors should be addressed to 
the China Section; Science, Education, and Art 
Division; Department of State; Washington 25, 
D. C. 


WILLIS C. BARRETT RETURNS FROM 
CHINA 


[Released to the press June 9] 

Mr. Willis C. Barrett has returned from China 
where he served under the Department of State 
as a technical adviser to the National Conserv- 
ancy Commission of the Chinese Government. 

Mr. Barrett had had 10 years of engineering 
experience in China between 1924 and 1935. Dur- 
ing the past year in China he traveled extensively 
inspecting and advising on irrigation projects, 
canalization and training of rivers, flood control, 
and conservation of water for irrigation and 
power. He inspected more than 25 projects in 
the provinces of Szechuan, Kansu, Ningsia, 
Shensi, and Honan, the most important being the 
control of the flood waters of the Yellow River 
and a post-war plan to turn the Yellow River 
back into its old channels. Mr. Barrett was ac- 
companied on his various trips by officials of na- 
tional engineering agencies as well as by the ap- 
propriate provincial officials, which made possi- 
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ble on-the-spot analyses of the problems involved 
in each project. 

Mr. Barrett is the tenth expert to complete his 
assignment under the Department of State’s cul- 
tural-relations program; 12 other experts are 
either in China or are en route there to serve the 
Chinese Government. 


- 


RETURN OF THE PRESIDENT’S PERSONAL 
* REPRESENTATIVE TO THE VATICAN 
[Released to the press June 10] 

The Acting Secretary of State, Edward R. Stet- 
tinius, Jr., announced on June 10 that at the re. 
quest of the President the Honorable Myron C. 
Taylor had been asked to return to the Vatican 
as soon as possible as the President’s Personal 
Representative. 


VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF THE 
POLISH PRIME MINISTER 
[Released to the press June 5] 
The following statement has been made by Act- 
ing Secretary of State Stettinius: 


“On the invitation of this Government, the Pol- 
ish Prime Minister is arriving in Washington to- 
day on a visit of courtesy, his first trip to this 
country since his assumption of the Premiership. 
He is expected, during his short stay, to exchange 
views with the President and other American off- 
cials on general European and Polish questions.” 











Europe | 








[Released to the press June 5] 

His Excellency Stanislaw Mikolajezyk, Prime 
Minister of Poland, arrived in Washington June 5 
as a guest of this Government and will remain in 
Washington approximately one week. 

During the Prime Minister’s stay he will be at 
Blair House and will be given a dinner by the 
President at the White House on the evening of 
June 7. The Prime Minister will also be given 
dinners by the Acting Secretary of State on the 
evening of June 8 and by the Polish Ambassador 
on June 9. 

It is also expected that the Prime Minister will 
make the usual visits to Mount Vernon, Arlington, 
and the Capitol. 
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LABOR IN THE POST-WAR PERIOD 
Address by Assistant Secretary Berle * 


[Released to the press June 6] 

Lapres AND GENTLEMEN: It is always a privilege 
to be a guest at your conventions, and doubly so 
tobe a guest in Boston, where I was born and which 
was my home for many years. It was my rare 
good fortune to work with members and officers 
of this union in many struggles in the public inter- 
est—municipal, State, and national. They have 
been good fights. 

But there is every indication that in the next few 
years your organization and others like it will face 
the most difficult and challenging period in the 
history of labor organization. To that subject [ 
want to speak. 

Wars do end, and this one will. The years 
which follow wars are not nice. In the history of 
the United States, they are apt to be pretty bad. 
Living and working through them takes all the 
strength of character men have. 


I 


On the business side, the pattern is fairly fa- 
miliar. The first effect of peace is apt to be an 
economic explosion. Unless controlled, it means 
runaway prices, heavy speculation, and, at the end 
of a few months, an economic smash.. This comes 
because, after war, people want to buy things they 
could not get, do the things they could not do. But 
since peacetime production is still short, the supply 
does not equal the demand; speculators run up 
prices; trouble sets in. You remember sugar at 
30 cents a pound in 1919. 

A short time later, the short boom breaks and 
there is depression and unemployment. In the 
past this has happened because sufficient provision 
was not made for returning soldiers and for 
change-over of war workers to peacetime work. 
Men who are afraid their jobs will not last do not 
buy; manufacturers who do not think they can sell 
do not put their plants to work. 


These immediate post-war depressions are also 
apt to be fairly short, though this is not sure. 
Usually things do get going; accumulated war sav- 
ings begin to be spent; business looks up; jobs 
become more plentiful. Fairly good times follow, 
lasting for several years. Traditionally, it used to 
be about eight years from the low of the post-war 
depression to the top of the next crest. 

These years do fairly well in terms of employ- 
ment and business. But they are apt to be accom- 
panied by social changes which are not good. Post- 
war years have usually seen a low ebb in public 
and political life: a good deal of corruption and 
crookedness; a good deal of bad administration— 
local, State, and national. It was like that after 
the Civil War; and no one thinks of the years 
following the first World War with any pride. Na- 
tional and international life gets slack and un- 
pleasant; business brings the smart operator to the 
fore; the solid, constructive forces are apt to be 
unheard. 

History tells that the latter end of these years is 
likely to be a crazy, speculative boom—and then, a 
complete crash, lasting for years. 

My suggestion today is that you start work now 
to avoid this pattern of bad history. 


II 


Countries which go through the post-war prob- 
lems are pretty apt to blame the entire mess on 
their leaders, and to look for new leaders who can 
bring them out of their troubles. In European 
countries, the result has been revolution more often 
than not. In the United States, it has been the 
signal for a general, agitated house-cleaning on all 
fronts: business, politics, labor, and the profes- 
sions. When that time comes, people turn to men 


* Delivered before the session of the Twenty-fifth Conven- 
tion of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
at Boston on June 6, 1944. 
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and groups they think they can trust, to organiza- 
tions which have kept faith with the public and 
with the country. Then, character counts. 

Your trade-union and others like it are going to 
have to live through those post-war years. They 
are’ going to have a good, large share of respon- 
sibility for carrying on the national life during 
that period. The trades-unions are now one of the 
great centers of concentrated power in America. 
Because of that, they are going to be held, in part, 
responsible by the public for what happens. 

This is important. In the 1929 crash, the respon- 
sibility was largely borne by business and financial 
interests which had struggled for power, got it, 
and were unable to use it well. In the next period, 
the growth of labor power is such that their organ- 
izations and leaders will also be asked, “What did 
you do about it? What part have you had in all 
this? What have you done to help the situation ?” 
This is inescapable. In democratic life, respon- 
sibility goes with power. 


Ill 


Your organization and other enlightened unions 
have been well advised to be thinking, now, about 
your future plans. These will have to fall into 
two main categories: plans you make for strictly 
labor purposes; and plans you make in the general 
public interest. Both subjects have to be con- 
sidered. Organized labor is now so great a part 
of American industrial life that it can no longer 
represent merely a labor interest. In fact, labor 
interest indeed can only be in a healthy condition 
when all other interests, public and private, are 
on a sound basis. Your membership is, actually, 
a large slice of the public. Perhaps you will ex- 
cuse a few suggestions from an old friend. 

First, do everything you can to clear out and 
clean up any bad spots in labor organization. A 
few days ago your president, Mr. Dubinsky, made 
the just observation that decentralization was no 
excuse for not cleaning up racketeering conditions, 
and he clearly included safeguarding democratic 
union administration. This union, happily, has 
an excellent record; and it deserves the support of 
all other labor organizations in its clean-up cam- 
paign. Whenever a racketeer gets a strangle-hold 
on a union local, he commits a crime against every 
union member in the United States because he 
discredits and weakens the entire labor movement. 
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This is a specific labor interest, but you will fing 
that it takes you into the wider field of decent local 
government. Racketeers cannot exist without loc] 
political help. It will need not merely resolutions 
at conventions but active support of the force 
of clean and decent government in the cities and 
towns in which you have influence. It may be 
added that you will need the strongest, cleanes, 
and most efficient local government you can hope 
to create for other purposes besides that of seeing 
that both labor and management keep themselves 
free of underworld groups which from time to time 
like to masquerade as labor leaders. 

This means work and lots of it. Post-war eras 
have been pretty apt to develop unclean move. 
ments. Along with political corruption and dis. 
orderly movements, we had financial racketeering 
of the Goulds and the Fiskes as post-Civil-War 
products; and these were paralleled by the cor. 
porate and financial racketeering and by the gang. 
ster troubles of the twenties. 

It is a good thing to keep your own organization 
clean, but it is not enough. There were financial 
people who said, in 1932, that they were not re 
sponsible for the shocking conditions in finance 
because, though they knew about these conditions, 
they had kept clear themselves. The _publir, 
cruelly but justly, asked whether they had tried 
to do anything about it. Now, as partners in in- 
dustrial power the labor movement wil! be held to 
the same responsibility—and it can and must avoid 
making the same mistakes. 

Second, I hope you will intensify your work in 
the field of technical and economic research, not 
only in the specific field of your trade but in the 
field of general economic reconstruction. You can 
command the best talent inthe country. You have 
as powerful a voice as any in formulating the 
measures which must be taken to prevent unen- 
ployment and to mitigate or prevent business up- 
sets of past post-war eras. Obviously, neither the 
garment trade nor any other trade will prosper 
if the country is going through a succession of 
booms and slumps. 

This is going to call for new and original 
thinking. As far as I can see, the United States 
is almost the last great industrial country in the 
world to stick to certain classic economic ideas. 


Practically everywhere else, business and eco 
nomic life will organized on quite different 
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lines. This obviously is true of Soviet Russia and 
apparently will be true of most of the Continent 
of Europe. We do not yet know the extent of in- 
dustrial reorganization in England, but there is 
every indication that the British economy is go- 
ing to be organized with the primary intention of 
maintaining full employment. My own opinion 
is that no government in the United States will 
be able to live unless it likewise tackles and solves 
this problem and is prepared to take all measures 
necessary for that purpose. But there are all 
kinds of ways of attacking the problem. Merely 
to say, “no unemployment”, is not enough—for 
there was no unemployment in Nazi Germany and 
the system was as evil as it could possibly be. 
We are committed to preserving private initiative 
so far as possible, but private initiative will prob- 
ably have to be supplemented by Government meas- 
ures. You are just as much interested in a con- 


tinuing and growing market for your employer’s 
goods as is your employer: he needs it, you need 
it Where is it coming from? You know that 
there are plenty of people who need your product, 
and you know that you and the enterprises for 


which you work can fill that need. The problem 
is to create a situation so that the people who do 
need your product shall be able to buy it. 

Third, you will have to continue and perhaps 
intensify the splendid efforts you have already 
made in the cause of world organization 
and world peace. Obviously, no plan of organi- 
zation and no economic planning can be successful 
if the entire world, after the war, travels again 
the terrible road which it followed between the 
two wars. 

It is, of course, for governments to endeavor to 
work out the terms of world organization. But 
this, in a sense, is paper work. No organization 
or set of international agreements means anything 
unless it is backed by the solid public opinion of 
its respective countries. A successful search for 
peace will be almost as intense as the effort for 
victory. Aggression anywhere means eventual 
danger to the United States. Indeed, the detail 
of world organization is less important, essen- 
tially, than the popular force behind it. The in- 
stitutions created, if they are live, will learn by 
their mistakes and improve their structure as they 
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go along. Institutions which have not the breath 
of popular life in them will simply decay. 


IV 


These, as it seems to me, are the three essen- 
tials of your work: a clean house, sound economic 
planning, and steady support of the active insti- 
tutions of peace. 

The resources of the United States in time of 
peace as well as in war are so vast that they are 
not even known. In the past four years this 
country has been able to support the economic 
burden of the greatest war in American history 
and at the same time to provide a civilian income 
about equal to normal. Plainly, the country is 
capable of liberating production sufficient almost 
to double the pre-war standard of living of every- 
one in this country, so far as material things go. 
Plainly, also, it has not yet found the means of 
doing this. You and your colleagues are one of 
the groups to which the country must look in 
charting its eventual course. You will have dif_i- 
culties and troubles and disillusionments as you 
go forward. But you will find, year by year, that 
character in the long run brings with it the public 
confidence; that sound thinking eventually tri- 
umphs; and that, as your work continues, your 
strength will increase. 


PRESENTATION OF LEGION OF MERIT 
MEDALS 


[Released to the press June 9} 

In the presence of representatives of the War 
and Navy Departments, the Acting Secretary of 
State, on behalf of this Government, presented on 
June 9 to the Minister of Denmark, the Honorable 
Henrik de Kauffmann, the Legion of Merit medals 
and their citations which have been awarded with 
the approval of the President to Captain Ib Poul- 
sen, Corporal Marius Jensen, and, posthumously, 
to Patrolman Eli Knudsen for exceptionally meri- 
torious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services as members of the Northwest Greenland 
Sledge Patrol operating in collaboration with the 
Greenland Base Command, United States Army. 

As has previously been announced, a German 
base in Greenland was discovered early in 1943 by 
a Sledge Patrol group. The patrol was attacked 
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by the Germans but managed to report its discov- 
ery to the American military authorities. 

The following remarks were made by the Hon- 
orable Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Acting Secretary 
of State, to the Honorable Henrik de Kauffmann, 
Minister of Denmark: 


“Mr. Minister: It gives me great pleasure to 
present to you on behalf of this Government the 
Legion of Merit Medals and their citations which 
have been awarded with the approval of the Presi- 
dent to aptain Ib Poulsen, Corporal Marius Jen- 
sen, and, posthumously, to Patrolman Eli Knudsen 
for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per- 
formance of outstanding service as members of the 
Northwest Greenland Sledge Patrol operating in 
collaboration with the Greenland Base Command, 
United States Army. Not only did these men fight 
valiantly in defense of this colony of Denmark but 
also one made the supreme sacrifice for his country. 
Their example is an inspiration to their fellow 
countrymen who suffer under the heel of the Ger- 
man oppressor.” 


The reply of the Minister of Denmark follows: 


“T want to thank you, Mr. Secretary, for the 
words you have just addressed to me and for the 
three decorations that you have handed to me to 
be transmitted to two of my countrymen and to 
the family of a Dane who died doing his duty. I 
shal] turn these over, at the same time informing 
my countrymen of what you said. 

“You know how all Danes feel. Every Dane, 
whether he is at home or abroad, and whatever his 
position in life is—whether he is in the armed 
forces, on the seas, at home in Denmark working 
one way or the other—has one aim: to do his 
utmost to help win the war and defeat our com- 
mon enemy. 

“That is why the three decorations you have just 
handed me will not only bring happiness to the 
people directly concerned but also to every Dane. 
I want to thank you on behalf of Denmark.” 


AMERICAN MEXICAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 


[Released to the press June 6] 

John Maktos was appointed recently General 
Counsel of the American Mexican Claims Com- 
mission.? 
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Mr. Maktos, a member of the bars of the Dis. 
trict of Columbia and of Michigan, received three 
degrees from Harvard University: Bachelor of 
Arts in 1923, Bachelor of Law in 1926, and Doctor 
of Juridical Science in 1929. From 1926 to 1928 
he pursued post-graduate law studies at Oxford 
University. He has been awarded the Carnegie 
Fellowship in International Law and the Hyman 
Fellowship in International Law. 

From the time of his graduation until his ap- 
pointment as General Counsel, Mr. Maktos was 
in the service of the Department of State. He 
was Assistant Legal Adviser until 1941, when 
he was appointed chairman of Interdepartmental 
Visa Review Committee C. The Committee's 
function was to pass on the admissibility of aliens 
into the United States. Upon the completion of 
the Committee’s work in 1943 he was appointed 
principal divisional assistant in the Division of 
International Security and Organization, a posi- 
tion which he held until the assumption of his 
present office. While Assistant Legal Adviser 
he acted as assistant counsel for the Government 
in the arbitration of the claim of the United 
States on behalf of P. W. Shufeldt against Guate- 
mala and as Legal Assistant to the American 
Commissioner in the settlement of the claims of 
the United States against Turkey. 

Mr. Maktos succeeds Edwin D. Dickinson, 
formerly Dean of the School of Jurisprudence at 
the University of California, as General Counsel. 

The American Mexican Claims Commission 
consists of Edgar E. Witt of Texas, chairman, 
Samuel M. Gold of New York, and Charles F. 
McLaughlin of Nebraska. It was established 
under the act of Congress known as the “Settle- 
ment of Mexican Claims Act of 1942.” The Com- 
mission’s functions are to determine the merits 
of claims of the United States against Mexico en- 
titled to participate in the distribution of a lump 
sum of $40,000,000 which the Government of 
Mexico agreed to pay to the United States in 
settlement of certain claims. The cases grow out 
of expropriation of lands and mines, confiscation 
or destruction of personal property, personal in- 
juries, and alleged denial of justice. 


* BULLETIN of May 8, 1943, p. 420, and May 22, 1943, 
p. 457. 
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I Treaty Information 

















DOUBLE-TAXATION CONVENTION WITH 
CANADA 


{Released to the press June 9] 

A convention between the United States and 
Canada for the avoidance of double taxation and 
the prevention of fiscal evasion in the case of estate 
taxes and succession duties was signed on June 8 
by the Honorable Ray Atherton, American Am- 
bassador in Ottawa, for the United States, and by 
the Right Honorable William Lyon Mackenzie 
King, C.M.G., Prime Minister, President of the 
Privy Council, Secretary of State for External 
Affairs, and the Honorable Colin William George 
Gibson, K.C., M.C., V.D., Minister of National 
Revenue, for Canada. 

The convention has for its principal purpose 
the elimination, in so far as practicable, of double 
taxation which otherwise would result from the 
application to the same estate or succession of both 
Federal estate taxes and Dominion succession 
duties. The convention also contains provisions 
relating to mutual administrative assistance 
through the exchange of information, with a view 
to discouraging tax evasion. The application of 
the convention extends only to estate taxes imposed 
by the Federal Government and succession duties 
imposed by the Dominion Government, and does 
not extend to the imposition and collection of taxes 
by political subdivisions—that is, by States of the 
United States or Provinces of Canada. 

The principal provisions of the convention, in 
their application’ to double taxation affecting es- 
tates or successions, parallel in certain respects the 
principal provisions of the convention and proto- 
col now in force between the United States and 
Canada providing for the avoidance of double tax- 
ation and prevention of fiscal evasion in the case 
of income taxes, signed in Washington on March 4, 
1942, which by its terms became effective as of 
January 1, 1941.1 

It is provided in article XIV of the convention 
signed in Ottawa that the convention shall be rati- 
fied and the instruments of ratification shall be 





543 


exchanged. In the event of such an exchange of 
instruments of ratification, the convention shall be 
deemed to have come into effect on June 14, 1941, 
which date coincides with the date on which the 
Dominion Succession Duty Act went into effect, 
and shall continue in effect for a period of five 
years from that date and indefinitely after that 
period, but may be terminated by either Govern- 
ment at the end of the five-year period or at any 
time thereafter provided that at least six months 
prior notice of termination has been given. 


INTERNATIONAL OPIUM CONVENTION 


Afghanistan 

The American Embassy near the Netherlands 
Government at London reported to the Depart- 
ment of State, by a despatch of May 17, 1944, that 
the Netherlands Government had stated in a note 
dated May 9, 1944, that it had received on May 5, 
1944, notification from the Government of Afghan- 
istan of the adherence of Afghanistan to the In- 
ternational Opium Convention which was signed 
at The Hague January 23, 1912 (Treaty Series 
612), effective as from May 5, 1944. 








The Department 














TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS OF THE SECRE- 
TARY’S LIAISON OFFICE TO THE DIVISION 
OF FOREIGN ACTIVITY CORRELATION 


Departmental Order 1277 of June 7, 1944? 


Purpose. In order to centralize further the De- 
partment’s liaison activities with the War and 
Navy Departments, the functions now performed 
by the Secretary’s Liaison Office are hereby trans- 
ferred to the Division of Foreign Activity Correla- 
tion. The Secretary’s Liaison Office is hereby 
abolished. 

1 Transfer of personnel. Personnel presently 
assigned to the Secretary’s Liaison Office are 
hereby transferred to the Division of Foreign Ac- 
tivity Correlation. 


Treaty Series £83; 56 Stat. 1399. 
* Effective June 7, 1944. 
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2 Routing symbol. The symbol of the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Activity Correlation will remain 
FC. Correspondence pertaining specifically to 
War-Navy Liaison matters should be marked 
FC/L. 

3 Previous orders amended or superseded. 
This order amends Departmental Order 825, and 
the appended Departmental Memorandum, dated 
November 3, 1939, describing the functions of the 
Liaison Office (then attached to the Office of the 
Under Secretary) ; and page 3 (Section 5, relating 
to the Office of the Secretary) and page 9 (Section 
4, relating to the Division of Foreign Activity 
Correlation) of Department Order 1218, dated 
January 15, 1944. This order supersedes Depart- 
mental Order 1255, dated April 10, 1944; the 
pertinent portion of the Administrative Instruc- 
tion dated March 6, 1944; and Departmental Des- 
ignation 15, dated May 31, 1944. 

E. R. Sterrintius, Jr., 
Acting Secretary of State. 
JUNE 7, 1944. 


RUBBER ADVISORY PANEL 


[Released to the press June 6] 


The following members will be on the Rubber 
Advisory Panel which was established to serve 
in a consultative capacity to the Department on 
matters relating to rubber and rubber substitutes 
and to advise on technical matters: 


F. B. Davis, Jr., chairman, United States Rubber Co. 

Stuart Hotchkiss, chairman, Cambridge Rubber Co. 

L. R. Jackson, executive vice president, Firestone Tire 
& Rubber Co. 

P. Litchfield, chairman, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 

Harry E. Smith, general manager, Manhattan Rubber 
Manufacturing Division, Raybestos-Manhattan, Ine. 

A. L. Viles, president, Rubber Manufacturers Assn., Inc. 

John L. Collyer, president, B. F. Goodrich Co. 

J. W. Bicknell, executive vice president, Rubber Develop- 
ment Corp. 

William L. Batt, vice chairman, War Production Board. 

H. J. Klossner, president, Rubber Reserve Co. 

L. D. Tompkins, deputy rubber director, War Production 
Board. 

R. D. Young, president, Rubber Trade Assn. 
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APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 


By Departmental Designation 16, issued June 
3, 1944, effective June 3, 1944, the Acting Secretary 
of State, pursuant to the provisions of Depart- 
mental Order 1275 establishing the position of 
Assistant Security Officer, designated Comdr. Lee 
W. Parke, U.S.N., as Assistant Security Officer in 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary and Security 
Officer, Mr. Shaw. By the same Departmental 
Designation, the Acting Secretary of State desig. 
nated Mr. David A. Salmon as Consultant on 
Cryptography in the Office of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, Mr. Shaw. 

By Departmental Designation 19, issued June 8, 
1944, effective June 8, 1944, the Acting Secretary 
of State designated Mr. E. Wilder Spaulding as 
Chief of the Division of Research and Publication, 














Legislation 








Twenty-sixth Conference of the International Labor 
Organization: Message from the President of the United 
States transmitting Recommendations of the Twenty- 
sixth Conference of the International Labor Organi- 
zation. H. Doc. 621, 78th Cong. 14 pp. 

Certain Officers and Employees of the Foreign Service of 
the United States: Message from the President of the 
United States transmitting Report from the Secretary 
of State with Reference to the Enactment of Legislation 
for the Sum of $90,130.91 for the Relief of Certain Offi- 
cers and Employees of the Foreign Service of the 
United States. H. Doc, 622, 78th Cong. 22 pp. 

Digest of Legislation Enacted by the Seventy-eighth Con- 
gress, First Session, Together With a Preliminary 
Statement Relative Thereto. S. Doc. 195, 78th Cong. 
12 pp. 

National War Agencies Appropriation Bill for 1945: 
Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Appropriations, House of Representatives, 78th Cong., 
2d sess., on the National War Agencies Appropriation 
Bill for 1945. Part I, 1080 pp. [Department of State 
activities in connection with the Office of Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs, p. 1002]. Part II, 732 pp. 
[Department of State activities in connection with the 
Office of War Information, p. 333, and in connection 
with the Office of Strategic Services, p. 351] 
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foreign Economic Administration Appropriation Bill for 
1945: Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, House of Representatives, 78th 
Cong., 2d sess., on the Foreign Economic Administration 
Appropriation Bill for 1945. 475 pp. [Department of 
State, pp. 244, 281, 402.] 

Foreign Economic Administration Appropriation Bill, 
1945—Including Defense Aid (Lend-Lease) and Par- 
ticipation by the United States in the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. H. Rept. 
1591, 78th Cong., on H.R. 4937. [Favorable report.] 
28 pp. 

Department of State Appropriation Bill for 1945: Hearings 
before the Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, House of Representatives, 78th Cong., 2d sess., on 
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the Department of State Appropriation Bill for 1945. 
326 pp. 


Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce Appropria- 
tion Bill, 1945. H. Rept. 1599, 78th Cong., on H.R. 4204. 
3 pp. 

Alaskan International Highway Commission. H. Rept. 
1603, 78th Cong., on H.R. 4625. [Favorable report.] 
1 p. 

Implementing the Jurisdiction of Service Courts of 
Friendly Foreign Forces. S. Rept. 956, 78th Cong., on 
H.R. 3241. [Favorable report.] 7 pp. 


Requesting the President To Limit Production of Opium to 
Amounts Required for Medical Purposes. S. Rept. 957, 
78th Cong., on H. J. Res. 241. [Favorable report.] 2 pp. 








Publications 
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Cultural-Cooperation Program of the Department of State: 
Address by G. Howland Shaw, Assistant Secretary of 
State, at the Loyola University Forum, New Orleans, 
La., May 8, 1944. Publication 2130. 14pp. 5¢. 
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